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Abstract

The following paper shows the transition from internal to external migration and places Vaslui
County into a spatial and time frame from the perspective of population mobility. Moreover, the
consequences of the downgrading of internal migration by international migration are subject to the
evolution of demographical and social indicators on which there are reflected: birth rate, general
fertility, the rate of population growth, the index of demographical aging, because the involvement of
the young population and young adult population in international migration led to a numerical
decrease of the population with ages between 0-14, from 23,7% in 1990 to 15,0% in 2012, the
increase of the majority of the old age population, of 65 years old and more, from 10,3% in 1990 to
15,0% in 2012 and of adult the population, 15-64 years old, from 66% in 1990 to 70% in 2012,
according to National Institute of Statistics.

Keywords: labour force, emigration, birth rate, Vaslui County
JEL Classification: E24, J21, J6, O15

Introduction

By analysing these changes from the spatial point of view, one can notice a rapid increase in
the volume of emigrants between the census of 2002 and that of the 2011. Moreover, the final or
circulatory character of the Romanian emigration shows severe consequences on the demographic
processes and loses of the labour force from all economical layers, both nationally, regionally but
especially locally. The analysis on county level records, in this case, the various spreading of
emigration in the territory thus noticing a concentration of temporary and long-term emigration to the
north side (Maramures, Salaj and Bistrita-Nasaud Counties) and to the north-east of the country (lasi,
Suceava, Botosani, Bacau, Neamt and Vaslui Counties) in comparison to the counties from the west
and north-west of the country which are known to provide temporary emigration.

At national level, the analysis reveals Vaslui County as a region of a fairly strong and locally
active internal migration, and recently the population focused towards external migration. According

to the analysis of distribution of this phenomenon at territorial level, the role of urban centres in
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proving this mobility, where, according to a Population Count in 2002, the presence of migration was
mostly noticed in three main local urban towns of Barlad, Vaslui and Husi. The official statistics data
shows these three urban centres as main providers in international migration of the population from
Vaslui County but also the most important places of diffusion of migration towards the rural areas.

In Vaslui County, internal migration was characterized by two features, first by the rural exodus
affecting the home villages but also at regional or national level (until 1997 most of the countryside
were commuters, about 30%, reaching at present, more than 10% in 2009) and then as a result of the
industrial destabilization since 1997 the urban exodus (ADR Nord -Est, 2007-2013, p. 57).

According to its socio-economic status, this region was characterized by multiple
transformations in industry and agriculture, lately experiencing an increase in external migration
despite differential accessibility to infrastructure, information or services. Also, one can notice that
the extension of the external mobility of the Vaslui population followed a progressive route and it
went from 0.84% emigrants of the resident population in 2002 (3601 migrants registered in 2002) to
7.02% of emigrants in 2011 (25919 migrants registered in 2011) of which 77.9% are emigrants for a
long period of time and only 22% are temporary migrants (Figure 1).

The article captures the domino effect of these migratory movements showing the conditionality
between the evolutionary trajectories of internal and external migration and the outcome that has
resulted in substantial changes in the demographic structure of population. The migration of the
population causes a series of consequences that are visible in the distribution of the total number of
the population because demographic indicators tend to decrease.

An important aspect of how the influence of migration on population distribution is also linked
with the flows of both genders that are involved. The long-term emigration affects the fertility rate
and birth rate in this region because those who are involved represent people at a young age having
between 20- 35 years old, which is the most important segment of the labour force and the most
reproductive group of this county. These changes are visible with the decline in the birth rate in
Vaslui, from 13 %o in 2002 to 9.3 %o in 2011 and even 8.2 %o in 2015, therefore the first demographic
imbalance appears resulting in the decrease the school population, young labour losses accelerating
demographic aging (ADR Nord -Est, 2007-2013, p. 57).
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Figure 1. The numerical evolution of temporary and long period emigration in Romania
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1. The evolution of international migration in Vaslui County between the two censuses of 2002
and 2011

Vaslui County is considered to be a place of a fairly strong and locally active internal migration,
and during this last period, directed towards a resetting of the population towards external migration,
demonstrating also that the circumstances of everyday life forces the individual to get out of the
"sandbox" and cross borders for a better life. In the census of October 2011, the extent of emigration

in Vaslui was clearly revealed by the fact that only 15694 inhabitants were confirmed, of which 20195
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were away for a long period (almost 5% mostly young), with an additional of 5724 temporary

emigrants.

Figure 2. The numerical evolution of population mobility in Vaslui county, 1992 - 2015
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In this context we compare the evolution of the numbers regarding the population migration
between 1992 and 2015 which shows the dominance of resident departures in the last decade of the
90s until 2001 (16th nationally both in 2002 and in 2011) and after that it began to decrease
systematically (with a maximum of over 18000 people in the year 1992 and a minimum of 4204
people registered in 2011).The highest number of emigrants was recorded in 2010 when over 10406
people moved, and the minimum in the early 2000s when 6046 people left (Figure 2).

This behaviour concerning external migration was launched after 2002, and this was the
moment when emigration exceeded internal migration. If we were to compare, in 2002, 1853 of short
term emigrants were registered and 1748 emigrants over a long period, and after 10 years their number
tripled on short term emigration reaching to 5724 emigrants and in the case of those who left for an
extended period the increase was tenfold reaching to 20195 emigrants.

This increase in external migration continued in the following years when, according to the
National Institute of Statistics for the year 2014, 33505 emigrants were recorded, ranking Vaslui
among the top 15 counties with an important scale in emigration among the working age population
(12" place nationally).

When analysing the distribution at the local level one can see the role played by the urban

centres in the event of such mobility, which in early 2002 was dominated by internal temporary
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migration and for a long time, but we may notice the presence of emigration, especially in urban areas
such as Barlad, Vaslui (where there is the largest number of migrants), Husi, Negresti or rural areas
in their neighbourhood (Figure 3).

The propensity towards internal migration is proved by the 8537 migrants registered for a long-
term migration and the 5598 migrants for short term. If we analyse the numerical distribution of
migrants from the rural areas, we see that temporary migration is more active in the north and western
part of the county than the centre and east of the county since, compared with long term migration
occupying several locations in northern and south-eastern county municipalities represented by Falciu

Berezeni and Vetrisoaia.

Figure 3. Internal and external migration in Vaslui County

Source: Own representation
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